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find Herbert sending his thanks through Herlle for
having thus procured an impartial Sheriff.
The Vaughans were in truth the last people whom
Sir Edward or his kinsmen wished to see in positions
of authority. From about this time until the end of his
life he was to be engaged in a bitter struggle with
them, a struggle that has been likened to the feud of
Montagues and Capulets, so nearly did it lead to open
hostilities between the two families and their respec-
tive followers.
In 1587-88 the first public and legal hearing of the
dispute took place. Sir Edward Herbert brought a
suit for trespass at the Shropshire Spring Assizes
against John Owen Vaughan and Howell Vaughan,
his brother.
This yeare and the 2ifit of Marche beinge Thursday, the
Judgis of assises came here [Shrewsbury], brought in by
the shyrieffe, Mr Edw. Leighton, esquier, who had a
woorthie company of men and well horsed: the sysses
continued until Saturday night. Unto the which cam
sutche a boundans of people, that the lycke hathe not been
scene; by the reason of the apparance owt of Wales, sir
Edw. Harbert, Knight, beinge playntyfe, and John Owen
Vaughan, esquier, and Howell Vaghan deffendants; whoe
had matters then and there to be tried.
This marked the commencement of what was called
the great Welsh land case, the cause of which origin-
ated in the days when the former defendant began to